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Ministering with Authority  

Ron Rolheiser 
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Recently, inside church circles, a debate took place as to whether 
Therese of Lisieux should be named a "doctor" of the church. Her 
proponents pointed to her influence within the faith and argued that 
few theologians or writers, at least not within the last century, have 
touched as many lives as Therese. Another constituency argued 
against it: She died at 24, not exactly the age of wisdom. Moreover 
her writings consist of just three short manuscripts which, while 
moving and aesthetically exceptional, are hardly in the same theo-
logical league with Augustine, Aquinas, Rahner, Barth, or Tillich. 
Nor do her writings, in terms of academics, measure up to the stan-
dards demanded even of graduate- level students in our theological 
institutions. So why declare her a "doctor"?  
 
We know who won this argument. Therese is today a "doctor" of the 
church. A wise choice. Why? Because doctors heal people and her 
writings have healed persons in a way that many other writings that 
are academically and theologically superior have not. That's not to 
say that the writings of the academy of theology don't have their 
place, but it is to say that the power to heal depends upon things 
beyond brilliance, learning, professional standards, and authority or 
position.  
 
We see that clearly already in the gospels. We're told there that 
Jesus "spoke with authority, unlike the scribes and the phari-
sees" (many of whom were, no doubt, brilliant, learned, and sin-
cere). What set Jesus' teaching apart? Its effect. He cured people 
and changed their lives in a way none of the other preachers and 
teachers of his time could. The word of God coming from his mouth 
simply affected things in a way that this same word coming from 
other mouths didn't. His words made sick people healthy, made 
sinners change their lives, and even brought some dead people 
back to life. As a teacher or preacher, I can only envy that!  
 
And envy it I do! Allow me a little self-indulgence. I will offer a per-
sonal reflection here, not because I think that my teaching and 
preaching are exceptional, but rather, the opposite, because I sense 
myself as typical, the norm. So here's the reflection:  
 
I've been in the business of teaching and preaching for thirty years 
and, from the normal indicators, have been successful enough. I'm 
in demand as a speaker, my writings are popular, and I receive my 
share of affirmation and compliments. After speaking to congrega-
tions and various audiences, I generally sense a positive reaction. 
So far so good.  
 
What I don't sense is that I speak "with authority", even when peo-
ple do positively affirm me in words. Why do I say that? Because 
the longer I teach, preach, and write, the more sceptical I become 
about the effect of my efforts. I'm not sure that I ever say and do 
things "with authority". I've never affected a physical cure, not that 
I've ever tried; never raised anyone from the dead, not that I've tried; 
and I wonder to what extent my teaching and writings have ever 
empowered anyone to truly convert and change his or her life mor-

ally. It's one thing to be told you're wonderful, it's quite another to 
have someone actually change his or her life on the basis of your 
preaching.  
 
That isn't true for everybody. Mother Theresa used to go out on a 
stage, face a thousand people, say "God loves you!", and every-
one's eyes would fill with tears and they would know that this, the 
deepest of all realities, was true. She spoke with authority. I envy 
her too. When I speak or write I still need an infinitely more complex 
message to have any effect.  
 
There's a lesson here, but its shouldn't be misread. The lesson is 
this: Our preaching and teaching can be powerful and transforma-
tive, though not on the basis of brilliance, scholarship, or doctrinal 
accuracy. We can have all of these and still not speak with any au-
thority, be brilliant and not change anything.  
 
People will recognize us as speaking with authority only when they 
sense that, like Jesus, we are under divine authority ourselves, that 
our message is not our own, that our actual lives stand behind the 
message, that our words are meant to reveal God and not our-
selves, that we love others enough to give up protecting ourselves, 
that our real concern is God's kingdom and not how we impress 
others, that we consider the community bigger than ourselves, and 
that we are willing to sweat blood rather than get bitter or walk 
away.  
 
I wonder whether our failure today to pass on our faith to our own 
children, to effect forgiveness and harmony within our families and 
communities, or to inspire others to any kind of religious vocation, 
isn't predicated precisely on our incapacity to speak God's word with 
authority. We can speak it with insight, accuracy, sensitivity, and 
even brilliance, but, too often, we can't heal or really change any-
one, including our own children.  
 
The miracles we need, it would seem, aren't wrought by brilliance 
alone.  
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I have made an error in my explanation of how CD’s, DVD’s and Videos are to be returned.  When books are borrowed 
from the library a prepaid postage sticker is sent out with the books.  When CD’s, DVD’s and Videos are borrowed the 
borrower must pay the cost of returning the item — as per Canada Post’s regulation on library rates for books, etc.  For 
greater clarity (and no errors) you may call Sr. Rosemary (922-4747) Monday to Thursday or go to the Diocesan web 
page and look under the Resource Centre  ... http://www.padiocese.sk.ca/Resources/resourcecenter.html. 
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The Diocesan Children’s Catechist Coordinator Commission was started last fall to aid the Coordinator in dis-
cerning the needs of Diocesan Catechetics, to help with training of the catechists of the Diocese, and to be a 
contact for the catechists of their deaneries.  Each of these representatives have made a two year commit-
ment to serve in their role.  This fall the Commission attended the Western Canadian Catholic Religious Edu-
cators Conference.  Early this year, a catechist training session will be offered, in each of the deaneries, us-
ing the same focus as the Western Conference — The Word of God Alive Today.  A huge thank you to the 
supporters of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal, without whose support this Commission and there attendance at 
the Western Conference would not have been possible.  For this newsletter, another of the representatives 
who did not have a chance to share a few lines on their experience of the conference will do so.  (The com-
ments from the other 4 deanery representatives can be found in the December Newsletter.) 
 

Parish Secretaries have been asking about reprinting some of the tidbits that are included in the DCCC newsletter.  If 
anyone would like to reprint the information in this newsletter they are free to do so.  Please remember to give credit for 

I am very grateful for the privilege and blessing of participating in the WCCRE. The early November timing 
impressed upon me once again the reality of the Communion of Saints we profess. I felt immersed in the 
journeying - pilgrim royal priesthood of God, which was very humbling and very nourishing, indeed.  

Exploring the "rich food" of the Gospels through the expertise, good humor and inspiration of Fr Luc Tar-
diff truly affirmed how the Word of God is Alive Today. We experienced the Word of God as an encoun-
ter, a revelation, an intimate relationship, a powerful presence, an event unfolding in our midst.  

Myrtle Power, through her inspiring gift of story-telling, revealed how the role of "story" in catechesis can 
be redemptive as it can take us to a place of truth, of mystery, of reverence, of encounter with God. 

The broad diversity of other participants - younger and older, religious and laity, urban and rural - also 
added richness to the experience we shared.  

Sincere thanks for support from the Bishop's Annual Appeal for this wonderful experience~! 

Linda Levesque — Meota 

 My contact information is 892-2048 or linda.levesque@sasktel.net. 

During the Christmas Season, we often take part in giving of food and gift items 
for Christmas hampers at the school.  I think that it is an important lesson to 
teach my daughter the need to share with others when they are struggling, as 
others have shared with us in our struggles.  Later, I came across this quote 
from Mother Teresa and was challenged to think of another way to give that 
requires not only my treasure but also my time.   

 
“Being unwanted, unloved, uncared for, forgotten by everybody,  

I think that is a much greater hunger, 
 a much greater poverty  

than the person who has nothing to eat.” Mother Teresa  
 

My mother taught me the value of this quote as we went each week to visit her mother when I was a child.  Grandma 
had dementia and the conversations were often confusing to a young girl but her face lit up every time we came to visit 
and she had lots to say to us.  I remember the faces of the other elderly women on that ward and how just shaking their 
hands seem to make their day.  So let us all challenge ourselves during this next month to be aware of those who are 
looking to us to fill their hunger.   Let us also teach this lesson to the children in our lives — the importance of giving 
not only our treasure but also our time to others. 
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The DCCC Commission has just returned from an awesome conference on the Word of God and wish to share some of 
what they have learned with the other catechists of the diocese.  There will be six evening and/or Saturday morning 
workshops, one in each of the deaneries.  At these workshops, the catechists of each deanery will be given the opportu-
nity to continue to grow in their own faith, as we as catechists are called to do. 
 
   Certain situations and circumstances require special forms of catechesis… 
    - the on-going catechesis of those who have a task of formation in the community: 
   catechists and those involved in the lay apostolate.  (General Directory of Catechesis, 176) 
 
These sessions will occur in late January, February and March.  Watch your email, parish bulletin, and DCCC newsletter 
for the dates of the Catechist Training near you. 
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The ministry of catechetics is not for the faint of heart.  We are 
planting seeds that sometime in the future will grow and produce 
beautiful fruit, which we may or may not see come to maturity.  To  
keep focused and prevent our loosing heart (during the cold days of 
January), we need to do as Jesus did.  We need to step back and 
spend time with the Father (Mark 1.35) and then go on to the minis-
try that we are called to (Mark 1.38).  The time spent in regular 
prayer is so important for us as catechists for our first tool of teach-
ing is the witness of our own faith journey.  
 
The second tool that will keep us focused is to take a step back and remember why we choose to become a 
catechist, the times when things went very well, and the times when things didn’t go as well as we would 
have liked (and from there make a strategy for responding differently the next time).  Find a few quiet mo-
ments and read this scripture passage (Mark 1.35-39) and then after a time of quiet reflect on these ques-
tions.: 
 
1.  Why did you choose to become a catechist?  What values called you to this ministry? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Think about the students you teach.  What are some of the joys you experience when teaching them?  
(Think of specific incidents — write down/remember as much detail as possible.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What are some of the difficulties?  (Again be specific in your remembering.) 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Can you think of ways to minimize these difficulties?  (Be specific — make a plan.  If you get stuck 
here ask a more experienced catechist for help or the child’s parent for strategies you can use..) 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  Can you think of ways to maximize your joys?  (This will be of benefit for both you and your students.) 
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OPENING SONG 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Leader:  Today we celebrate our call to be God’s people.  
Because we believe in Jesus, we are not strangers to each 
other.  Though we may belong to different churches, our 
faith in Jesus makes us one. 
 
Reader 1:   But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 
off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  For he 
is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one 
and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility 
between us...for through him both of us have access in one 
Spirit to the Father.  So then you are no longer strangers 
and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also 
members of the household of God. (Eph. 2.13-14, 18-19) 
 
PRAYERS OF PETITION 
 
Leader:  Sometimes we are strangers to ourselves.  We 
are lonely; we are afraid to love others. 
 
All:  Help us, Lord, to be strangers no longer. 
 
Leader:  Sometimes we are strangers to our families.  We 
hide our feelings of love and do not help those who are 
hurting. 
 
All:  Help us, Lord, to be strangers no longer. 
 
Leader:  Sometimes we are strangers to other families.  
We forget to pray for orphaned children, for broken homes, 
for lonely, neglected parents and grandparents. 
 
All:  Help us, Lord, to be strangers no longer. 
 
Leader:  Sometimes we are strangers to our community.  
We turn away from neighbours of different race, culture, or 
religion.  We forget the handicapped.  Sometimes we do 
not even know the people next door. 
 
All:  Help us, Lord, to be strangers no longer. 
 
Leader:   Sometimes we are strangers in our work.  We 
forget the unemployed, or those whose work is hard and 
dull.  We forget the joy of doing a job well. 
 
All:  Help us, Lord, to be strangers no longer. 
 
Leader:   Sometimes we are stangers in our churches, not 
only our own church but the different churches in our com-
munity.  We forget to respect and seek out from them the 
truths that they hold. 
 
All:  Help us, Lord, to be strangers no longer. 
 
Leader:  God, our Father, thank you for sending Jesus.  
Help us obey your call in showing unity in your church.  
Amen   

CEREMONY OF UNITY 
 
Leader:  We have been made one in Christ.  Each of us 
wears a different sign of Jesus.  As your sign is named, 
come forward and stand close to our chain of unity. 
 
Reader 2:   And Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.  If 
you know me, you will know my Father also.”  (John 14.6-
7) 
 
Leader:  Come forward, you who follow the way of Christ.  
(Participants wearing Way-to-the-Father symbols come 
forward) 
 
Reader 3:  Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of 
the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness 
but will have the light of life.”  (John 8.12) 
 
Leader:  Come forward, you who follow the light of Christ.  
(Participants wearing Light-of-the-World symbols come 
forward.) 
 
Reader 4:  I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep.  ...I am the good shepherd.  
I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father 
knows me and I  know the Father.  And I lay down my life 
for the sheep.  (John 10.11,14-15) 
 
Leader:  Come forward, you who follow Jesus as the Good 
Shepherd.  (Participants wearing Good-Shepherd symbols 
come forward.) 
 
Reader 5:  Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life.  
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever 
believes in me will never be thirsty.”  (John 6.35) 
 
Leader:   Come forward, you who follow Jesus as the 
bread of life.  (Participants wearing Bread-of-Life symbols 
come forward.) 
 
To show that we are one, that we are no longer strangers 
to each other, let us greet the persons near us in the chain 
and offer them the peace of 
Christ. 
 
CONCLUDING RITE 
 
Leader:  Let us hold the chain of 
unity and together in the words 
that Jesus taught us. 
 
All:  Our Father, who art in 
heaven… 
 
Leader:  Let us now sing our 
closing song.   
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The liturgical year offers an excellent opportunity to draw children into learning about the life of Jesus.  This section of 
the newsletter will offer suggestions on how to engage children in the particular period of the year we are in.  If you 
have suggestions to add to this portion of the newsletter please pass them on. 

Preplanning… 
 
Materials needed:  construction paper in a variety of colours, scissors, glue or tape or stapler, pictures of the four  
         symbols (see insert in this newsletter) - enough for each participant to have one of the symbols,  
         crayons 
    - choose a song for the service (i.e., Let There Be Peace on Earth or another appropriate song) and have 
      someone ready to lead the song — words available so that others can sing along with the song 
    - copies of the order of the service and readers already selected 
 
Before the service:  Make brightly-coloured construction-paper chain of unity 
     Have each participant choose a symbol (these could be coloured depending on the time available) 
 
As the service begins:  Gather the participants, wearing their symbols, in a circle.  Place the chain of unity on the floor in  
          the middle of the circle. 
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Questions and Answers about the Litur-
gical Year (This section is a continuation 
from last month.)...  
 
HOW DID THE THREE YEAR CYCLE OF READINGS 
COME ABOUT?   Responding to the call of the Second 
Vatican Council to create a fresh and relevant emphasis 
on Scripture, the Church organized a three-year cycle of 
the readings of Scripture:  Years A, B, and C.  Year A fo-
cuses mainly on the Gospel According to Matthew; Year B 
focuses on the gospel According to Mark and chapter 6 of 
the Gospel According to John; and Year C focuses on the 
Gospel According to Luke.  During the season of Easter in 
Years A, B, and C, we focus primarily on the Gospel Ac-
cording to John. 
 

WHAT LITURGICAL CYCLE ARE WE IN THIS YEAR?   Year C 
 
WHAT ARE THE FIRST AND LAST DAYS OF THE LITURGICAL YEAR?  The first Sunday of the litur-
gical year is the First Sunday of Advent.  The last Sunday of the liturgical year is the Feast of Christ the 
King.  This year’s liturgical calendar begins on November 29...the first Sunday of Advent. 
 
HOW DO THE SCRIPTURES RELATE TO THE LITURGICAL YEAR ?  The Scriptures proclaimed in 
each liturgical season offer us opportunities for faithful reflection.  Through this coming Advent Season 
(Year C), for example, we will hear about the reign of Christ at the end of time, the ministry of John the 
Baptist, and the Visitation of Mary to her cousin Elizabeth.  During the Christmas Season, we hear vari-
ous readings of Jesus’ infancy and childhood.  We also hear proclaimed the Gospel about Jesus’ Bap-
tism. 
 A few weeks of Ordinary Time follow the Christmas Season and then we enter the season of Lent.  
In the Scriptures proclaimed during these first Sundays in Ordinary Time of Year C, we will hear about 
the miracle at the wedding of Cana, Jesus’ early preaching, and the Beatitudes. 
 During the season of Lent, the Gospels focus on conversion and our life as disciples of Jesus.  The 
Gospels proclaimed during the Easter Season, following Lent, focus on Jesus’ post-Resurrection ap-
pearances and his teachings and prayer at the Last Supper.  When Ordinary Time resumes after Lent 
and the Easter Season, the Gospels focus on Jesus’ teaching, his parables, and the call to discipleship. 
 
WHAT IS ORDINARY TIME?   Ordinary Time is a quieter period, when the people of God reflect on the 
fullness of the Paschal Mystery of the Lord’s dying and rising.  Sunday is the highlight of each week’s 
work and prayer, faith and hope, joy and suffering. 
 
HOW LONG IS ORDINARY TIME?   Ordinary Time lasts from 33-34 weeks, divided into two sections.  
The first weeks of Ordinary Time come between the Christmas and Easter cycles.  After the feast of the 
Lord’s baptism in January until Lent begins.  During this time, the Epiphany theme of the Lord’s mission, 
revealing God’s presence and action through Christ and his Church continues. 
 The second period of Ordinary Time runs for six months.  It begins after Pentecost and ends when 
Advent begins.  During this long period the church calls on us to continue our efforts to love and serve 
God in daily life.  The example and teaching of Jesus, the apostles and the prophets are presented to 
us each week.  During the final weeks, in November, Ordinary Time looks ahead to the end of time and 
the coming of Christ in glory as our judge — leading us into the celebration of Advent once again. 
�
Information for this page was taken from Liturgical Calendar Ordo for 2009-2010. 
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St. John Bosco grew up on a small farm in Italy with his brothers.  When 
John was two his father died.  His mother worked very hard to look after her 
boys but they were still very poor.  John was gifted in many ways:  he was 
smart, funny and loving; he was a good writer, and he had an incredible 
memory; he could juggle and walk on a tight rope, he was good at many sport 
tricks; he had lots of energy, and he could work hard.    John knew that he 
was called by God to become a priest and work with children.  He worked his 
way through school and learned how to be a baker, a tailor, a carpenter and 
an iron-worker.  All through his school years and once he became a priest he 
worked with children .  There were many children in the city who had left their 
poor families on farms in hopes of getting jobs in a city.  Most did not.  They 
were hungry, scared and homeless.  John invited these children on picnics, 
where he walked a tightrope or did handstands to make them laugh.  He gave 
them good food and played ball with them.  He taught them about Jesus and 

he prayed with them.  Soon John found buildings for these children to live in.  With his own mother’s help, he 
fed them, cut their hair, found them jobs, taught them to read, write, do math, sing , to become clever think-
ers, to pray and trust in God.  With his great energy and with a smile on his face, St. John Bosco helped thou-
sands of children.  St. John Bosco, also, founded a religious order (the Salesians).  St. John Bosco was de-
clared a saint in 1934.  His feast day is January 31st, which this year is superseded because January 31st 
falls on a Sunday.  Still he is a great saint for children to learn about. 
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