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To Be Like Mary

Mary, mother of Jesus, and my mother,
as Christmas draws neatr,

my thoughts turn to you.

There must have been times

when you had a roomful of kids,

lively children full of energy

and hungry (perhaps without knowing it)
for the Spirit of the living God.

What did you do?

How did you quiet them

and talk to them

about God’s place in their lives?

As | begin to plan for my

last class before Christmas,

| ask you to pray for me

that | might radiate God'’s presence

as you must have done.

| want God’s light to shine through me

that I might draw those | teach to Jesus,

the light of the world, the Prince of peace,

our blessed Savior, your beloved Son. Amen.

Mary, my mother, pray for me.

********* 5s Catechists We pr, T

A New Year Begins

Blessed Savior, source of all life,

we are beginning a new calendar year,
and it offers me a chance

to begin anew with those | teach.

My new year’s resolution is

to be a more enthusiastic catechist.

But how can | carry through?

What can | possibly do or say

to make the time worthwhile

for the children you have placed in my care?
Warm me up, please,

with the fire of your presence.

Touch my reluctant heart and be with me as | try
to touch the hearts of your “little ones”

with my own joy and enthusiasm.

With you, dear Savior, | can do all things.
Without you | can do nothing.

Come along with me to every class and be our “um
guest,” the one who lights the way for the childegrd me
with great joy and enthusiasm. Amen.

Blessed Savior, be our “unseen guest.”

Both these prayers came froAPrayerbook for Catechistby Gwen Costello
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First Christmas/Miracles of Love  V220.9505 SUP
Christmas Crossroads (Following Jesus through the Church
year 2) V263 FOL

It's a wonderful life  V FIC ITS

A Christmas Story V394.2 CHR

Christmas is V394.2 CHR

National Bulletin on Liturgy: Advent and Christmas P 264 Nat
Mary had a baby. Amen! V394.2 MAR (Video and slides)
Christmas sourcebook 264.02

Mystery of the holy night 263.91 Bon

Toy that saved Christmas V248.82 VEG

Best Christmas pageant ever 394.2 Rob

One Wintry Night 220.9505 Gra

Story keepers Starlight escape V220.9505 Sto

Nicholas: the boy who became Santa V 920 NIC

Star for Jeremy V394.2 Sta

First Christmas crib V 394.2 FIR

Christmas Mystery(International Lutheran Layman’s League) V
394.2 PUZ

Juggler of Notre Dame V394.2 JUG

Time to remember V248.5 TIM

The Gift V394.2 GIF

Grandma’s ornament V394.2 GRA

Ordinary Fir Tree V394.2 ORD

Christmas wish V394.2 Chris

Advent with St.Nicholas V394.2 ADV

Donkey'’s tales V394.2 DON

Silent Mouse V 394.2 SIL

Electric Christmas V248.82 ADV

Story of the Nativity V222.11 STO

Mission: Christmas Spirit (Angel Wings) V 248.82 MIS

Gifts of Christmas V248.4022 FRA

Lectionary-based gospel dramas for Advent, Christmas and Epi
808.2 0CO

Christmas show(Bedbug Bible Gang)V220.9505 BED
Jacob’s gift V248.82 LUC

Crippled lamb Vv248.82 LUC

Christmas with DR. Snowflake V 394.2 CHR

Other wise man V 394.2 OTH

Story of Christmas 220.9505 LIT

Children’s way to Christmas 263.91 CUR

Preparing for Christmas 263.91 DOL

King born in a stable, The (children’s Favorite Bible Stories)
220.9505 FRO

Christmas: God’s greatest gift. Jesus(Sacred Heart Kids’ Club)
V234 SAC

Alabaster’s Song V398.21 LUC

Christmas Box, The V398.27 CHR

Silent Night V398.2 SIL

Red Boots for Christmas V398.2 RED

How the Grinch Stole Christmas FIC How

I'll be home for Chritmas V FIC LIO

Night before Christmas V 394.2 NIG

Christmas Carol V394.2 CHR

Nestor: the long-eared Christmas donkey V 394.2 NES
Stableboy’s Christmas V394.2 STA

Irish Christmas : A musical celebration V 783.6 IRI

Amahl and the night visitors V 394.2 AMA

Star of Christmas , The (Veggie Tales) V248.82 VEG

Born in a manger 220.9505 BEN

Christmas story Keepers V220.9505 STO

Advent Christmas Epiphany 263.920 DAY

“Tis the reason V248.82 LEN

Star of the King V 394.2 STA

Just look in the stable: Luke 2: 1-20 for children 220.9505 TAN
Christmas through the Ages/ The Littlest Angel ( Christmas Festi-
val Of Fun 3) V 394.2 CHR

City that forgot about Christmas, The V394.2 CIT

Little Drummer Boy V 394.2 CHR

Silent Night V 394.2 CHR ( Christmas Festival Of Fun 5)

First Christmas, The ( Christmas Festival Of Fun 6) V 394.2 CHR
My merry Christmas: Luke 2: 1-20 for children ( Arch books)
232.9505 OLI

Joseph’s Christmas Story: Matthew 1: 18-24 and Luke 2:1-20 for
children 232.9505 OLI

First Christmas crib v394.2 FIR ( ST. Anthony’s Messenger
Press)

Advent arts and Christmas crafts: prayers and rituals for family,
school, and church 745 594 HEI

Light from the East A 783.6 LIG

Classic Christmas., A Forrest, Mark CD 783.6 FOR

Gift, The Raye, Collin CD 782.28 RAY

Easy ways to Christmas plays Howie, Vicki 808.2 HOW

City that forgot about Christmas., The V394.2 CIT

Timmy'’s Gift (Precious Moments) V 394.2 TIM

Alvin and the Chipmunks: A Chipmunk Christmas V 394.2 ALV
Best Christmas pageant ever, The V 394.2 BES

Littlest angel, The Reel Movie International V235 LIT

Story of the other wise man, The Van Dyke, Henry, 1852-1933
Christmas Through The Ages/ The Littlest Angel (Christmas Festi-
val Of Fun 3) V 394.2 CHR

Alabaster’s song: Christmas through the eves of an angel by Lu-
cado, Max 398.21 LUC

Biblical meditations for Advent and the Christmas season 242.33
SCH

Celebrate while we wait: family devotional resources for Advent
and Christmas too by Schroeder, Ted, 1937- 242.33 SCH
Before and after Christmas: activities and ideas for Advent and
Epiphany 249 ONE

Christmas story, the : according to the Gospels of Matthew and
Luke from the King James Bible by Spirin, Gennadii, ill. 232.92
CHR




Questions and Answers about the Season of Advent...
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Information for this pages was gathered from http://www.americancatholic.org/features/advent/fags.asp#whatis and Catholic Customs & Traditions:
Advent & Christmas by Greg Dues

Parish Secretaries have been asking about reprinting some of the tidbits that are included in the DCCC news-
letter. If anyone would like to reprint the information in this newsletter they are free to do so. Please remem-
ber to give credit for the information if it has been taken from another source. Thank you.




Questions and Answers about the
Christmas Season...
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Information for this pages was gathered from Catholic Customs & Traditions: Advent & Christmas by Greg Dues
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celebrating the Liturgical Yeg,
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0CCC COMMISS|IQ),

The Diocesan Children’s Catechist Coordinator Commission was started this fall to aid the Coordinator in discerning the
needs of Diocesan Catechetics, to help with training of the catechists of the Diocese, and to be a contact for the cate-
chists of their deaneries. Each of these representatives have made a two year commitment to serve in their role. This
fall commission attended, with me, the Western Canadian Catholic Religious Educators Conference. Early next year, in
each of the deaneries, a catechist training session will be offered using the same focus as the Western Conference —
The Word of God Alive Today. A huge thank you to the supporters of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. without whose sup-
port this commission and there attendance at the Western Conference would not have been possible. For this newslet-
ter, some of the representatives have provided a few lines about their experience of the conference...
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hat an outstanding experience ! A
gathering of many people from varied
backgrounds, varied geographical loca-
tions,and varied ages ;

yet all connected by the common desire
to grow spiritually and to learn to be-
come a better teacher of catechetics.

Walking through scripture with Father
Luc was informative and inspiring.

Myrtle Power was a fascinating storytel-
ling speaker with many thought provoking
ideas.

Her idea of "reverence of attitude" was
interesting and memorable.

The morning Gathering Prayers and the
final Celebration of the Eucharist ech-
oed and affirmed the theme "The Word of
God Alive Today".

| feel truly blessed to have attended
the WCCRE . Thank You to the supporters
of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

Deanery 3 - Harriette Melin
232-5320 or pmelin@sasktel.net

Two keynote speakers, Fr. Luc Tardiff and Myr
Power presented a workshop for our own personat spi
tual growth on The Word of God Alive Today. The
theme that | kept hearing during their presentatias
that the Kingdom of God is now! God’s presencenis i
our lives today and we can choose to make thaepoes
felt by others on a daily basis.

Jesus makes us see that the Kingdom is here in the
most suffering people and situations. One very nrfamo
ble story Mrytle Power related that particularlypbght
this home to me was that of her brother and breather
law who died out in the cold on a hunting trip tir
years ago in Newfoundland. In those days in theotem
areas of Newfoundland there were no funeral horoes S
the two bodies were laid out in her parent’'s howme f
two days. She remembers vividly, opening the oatsid
door to go out for a pail of water and seeing ajlbne
of friends and neigbours down the driveway in ayera
of support for her family. She said it took her man
years to “unpack” the impact of that display ofdcand
it still continues to nourish her faith today. This me
was a powerful example of Christ's presence in the
world today.

Deanery 4 - Cecilia Germaine

At the WCCRE conference in Victoria, | was really
touched and amazed by the sincerity and insightfulness
of our keynote speakers Myrtle Power and Luc Tar-
diff. Most striking to me was the challenge of reclaim-
ing the reverence of our faith. Somewhere along the
way, most of our families have become spiritually

lazy. We need to refocus on the basics of our faith and
special qualities of being Catholic. Our children are
missing out on a beautiful part of our faith--let's give it
back to them! By expressing this concern to our Cate-
chists, and by giving them encouragement and training
to help with this challenge, we will have an extremely
strong and vibrant church.

Deanery 6 - Bernice Alger

olpyouth@sasktel.net
236-5122 (work) or 240-9958 (cell).
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A Meditation on Joy - Ron Rolheiser
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Every year on the third Sunday of advent, the church

asks us to do a meditation on joy. That seems a curious

thing to ask, though it becomes less curious when we

actually reflect on the nature of joy. What is joy?

Few things are as misunderstood as is the notion of joy.
Of itself that wouldn't be serious except that in this case
we are often left chasing the wrong things in life.

Too often we confuse joy with good cheer or with a cer-
tain rallying of the spirit that we try to crank up when we
go to a party or let off steam on a Friday night. We tend
to think of joy this way: There is ordinary time in our
lives, when duty, work, emotional and financial burdens,
tiredness, worries, and pressure of all kinds keep us
from enjoying life and from being as cheery and pleas-
ant as we would like. We think of ordinary times in our
lives as keeping us from joy - the grind, the routine, the
rat-race, the work-week - and so we look forward to
special times, weekends, nights out, vacation times,
social times, celebrations, and parties where we can
break the routine, break out, enjoy ourselves, and ex-
perience joy.

Joy then is identified with the boisterous good cheer we
try to crank up at parties or the lack of pressure and the
freedom from burdens that we feel when on vacation.
But is this joy? It can be, though often isn't. The loud
robust cheer that we enter into at parties is often little
more than a desperate effort to keep our depressions at
bay, a form of denial. That's why the good cheer dis-
solves so quickly when we go home and why, three
days after returning from vacation, we are again just as
tired and in need of a vacation as before.

What is joy? Joy can never be induced, cranked up, or
made to happen. It's something that has to find us pre-
cisely within our ordinary, duty-bound, burdened, full-of-
worries, and pressured lives. This is joy: Imagine walk-
ing to your car or to the bus after a day's work, tired,
needing some rest. But, just as you reach your car or
the bus-stop, you fill with a sense of life and health; in
some inchoate way, all jumbled together, you feel your
body, mind, soul, gender, sexuality, history, place within
a family, network of friends, city, and country, and this
feeling makes you spontaneously exclaim: "God, it's
good to be alive!" That's joy.

And as C.S. Lewis puts it, it has to surprise you. You
can't find joy, it has to find you. That's its real quality.
You can go to a party and say, "Tonight I'm going to
have a good time, if it kills me!" It might! Indeed parties
and letting off steam have their place. You might even
find good cheer at a party or find a good distraction and

these can be needed therapy and a good respite from
hard work. But neither is joy.

Joy is always the by-product of something else. As the
various versions of The Prayer of St. Francis put it, we
can never attain joy, consolation, peace, forgiveness,
love, and understanding by actively pursuing them. We
attain them by giving them out. That's the great paradox
at the centre of all spirituality and one of the great foun-
dational truths within the universe itself: The air that we
breathe out is the air we will eventually breathe back in.
Joy will come to us if we set about actively trying to cre-
ate it for others.

If I go about my life demanding, however uncon-
sciously, that others carry me rather than seeking to
carry them; feeding off of others rather than trying to
feed them; creating disorder rather than being a princi-
ple of peace; demanding to be admired rather than ad-
miring, and demanding that others meet my needs
rather than trying to meet theirs, joy will never find me,
no matter how hard | party or try to crank up good
cheer. I'm breathing the wrong air into the universe.

The great mystic, John of the Cross, ends one of his
most famous instructions with this poem:

To reach satisfaction in all

desire its possession in nothing.

To come to possess all

desire the possession of nothing.

To arrive at being all

desire to be nothing.

To come to the knowledge of all

desire the knowledge of nothing.

To come to the pleasure you have not

you must go by the way in which you enjoy not.
To come to the knowledge you have not

you must go by a way in which you know not.
To come to the possession you have not

you must go by a way in which you possess not.
To come to be what you are not

you must go by a way in which you are not.

That, and that alone, is a recipe for joy.
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