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Thank you to those who have provided feedbac
Your suggestions have been most helpful. If yg
have any comments or suggestions for the DC(
newsletter please contact the diocese office at ¢
4747 or by e-mail at cat.cecr@sasktel.net.

)22




1101212 3!

www.billemory.com/2007/07/on-road-again_23.html
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Questions and Answers about the Easter Sea-
son...

When did Palm Sunday become World Youth Day? Palm Sunday was hamed
as World Youth Day by Pope John Paul Il at the conclusion of the International
Year of Youth (1985), in conjunction with the World Youth Day gatherings.

What type of fast is expected on Good Friday? As the day Christ died on the
cross, the Friday before Easter is the most somber day in the Christian calendar.
The church fasts on Good Friday to honor the suffering and death of the Lord Je-
sus, and to prepare to share more deeply in the joy of his resurrection. Good Fri-
day is a universal day of fasting and abstinence from meat.

What is the significance of the Chrism mass? This year on April 7th, the bishop, joined by the priests and
laity of the diocese, will gather once again at the Cathedral to celebrate the Chrism Mass. This Mass mani-
fests the unity of the priests with their bishop. Also at this celebration the bishop blesses three oils — the oil
of catechumens, the oil of the infirm and the oil of holy chrism — which will be used in the administration of
the sacraments throughout the diocese for the year. The parish representatives carry these oils back home
where they will be part of their parish’s celebrations of sacraments for the coming year. This tradition is
rooted in the early Church.

What is a Seder Meal? This is the sacred meal eaten by the Jews during the Passover and the meal from
which ritual elements of the Mass were taken. The ritual is conducted by the father of the group. It features
telling the original story of the Passover and the eating of symbolic foods. Used in the Christian context, the
eating of the Seder often includes references to the actions of Jesus at the Last Supper.

What is the meaning of the word ‘Easter’? It was once thought that the word Easter came from the Christi-
anizing an Anglo-Saxon spring goddess’ feast. There is no proof that this goddess and the associated feast
ever existed. A better explanation lies in people’s misunderstanding of a Latin phrase for Easter Week, which
was confused with the Latin idiom for ‘dawn,’ the birth of the new spring sun in the east. This was translated
in Old German as eostarun, which began our Easter.

When does the Easter Season end?  The Easter season isn't just Easter Sunday . The joy Christians ex-
perience when contemplating Christ's resurrection is so profound and overpowering that it cannot be confined
to just one festival day. This is why Easter is a season that begins on Easter Sunday proper and continues
for seven full weeks. This cycle is known historically as the Great Fifty Days or the Week of Weeks. During
this time, the church celebrates the Lord's resurrection, His appearances to the disciples after Easter, His
post-resurrection teachings, His ascension into heaven, and the disciples' eager anticipation of the coming of
the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.

What is Pentecost? Pentecost is the great festival that marks the birth of the Christian church by the power
of the Holy Spirit. Pentecost means "fiftieth day" and is celebrated fifty days after Easter.

Why the eggs and the bunnies? In many ancient cultures, eggs were a common symbol of new life and
immortality. In medieval times, Christians adapted the egg to their own religious devotions by giving up the
eating of eggs during Lent and resuming it after Easter. Eggs came to represent the Lord's resurrection -- just
as Christ broke out of the tomb on Easter morning, the yolk of the egg breaks out of its shell when
cracked. The decoration of eggs for Easter is part of the folk traditions of many cultures, although it has little
or no religious significance any more. The Easter rabbit is a popular secular symbol for Easter that has never
taken on a Christian interpretation. The association of the bunny with the eggs goes back several hundred
years to vague legends in Germany.

Why the Easter Lilies? Bermuda is where Easter lilies came from. They were brought to America from the
island in the 1880s. They are associated with Easter because they grow from a bulb that is "buried" and
"reborn.”



Celebrating the Liturgical Year

The liturgical year offers an excellent opporturibydraw children into learning about the life eSds. This section p
the newsletter will offer suggestions on how to &g children in the particular period of the year ave in. If y0L
have suggestions to add to this portion of the tettes please pass them on.
The Easter Tria one Colebratiof
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% " St. Augustine said that the Easter
$ Vigil - the night when Jesus Christ
was raised from the dead - is to be
considered the “mother of all vigils.”
During this night the people of God
keep watch as they await the resur-
) rection of the Lord and celebrate it
$ in the sacraments of initiation.
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The Easter Season: Fifty Days of Colobratioi.
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The seven weeks fro
Easter to Pentecost are
celebrated as one great
feast day. St. Athanasius
called them “the great Sun-
day.” Christians sing the
“Alleluia” during these

days in their rejoicing.
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Holy Thursday
3 * 4

Good Friday
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Easter Sunday

# TDH:!H
1 778

H7!
% ;D 7178

12

Easter Octave
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The end of the catechesis and sacramental prepsyést approaching. After Easter, Bishop Théverith be travel-
ling to many of the communities of the Diocese ¢afoem and to welcome many to come forward to reedheir first
Eucharist. Receiving these last two sacramenitsitaition is not the end of a child’s faith forna. Actually, it is the
beginning of life long or ongoing faith formatiorOne way that catechists and sacramental prepdaeachn help t
instill this understanding of continued faith foria is to have a closing celebration after the f@oration and Firs
Eucharist mass. At the celebration, begin withay@r service that sends the children out for themser months to liv
what they have learned and invites them to retarthe fall to catechesis classes to continue fleaming. Pareni
could also be invited to this celebration and wtfile children are eating the treats that are bsénged after the liturg)
the fall catechesis schedule can be presente@no th
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Materials: magazine pictures cut into puzzle pieces, Scripture verses on cards.
To do: Write/type Scripture verses on the theme of discipleship or missionary spirit on cared or
pieces of paper. Assign readers. Cut magazine pictures into two puzzle pieces, enough for
everyone to have a puzzle piece.

Theme: discipleship, evangelization, kingdom of God (i.e., They Will Know We Are Christians, Lead
Us On Lord)
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Jesus, you couldn’t tell everyone about your Father and your Holy Spirit. You needed helpers. You
asked seventy persons to go out and tell everyone they could find about your good Father and your
Holy Spirit. Even today some people do not know you. We pray for those people who do not follow
you or even know you. Help them learn about you. Help us tell others about you, too.
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Cut magazine pictures into two puzzle pieces. Everyone in the group receives a puzzle piece and needs to
find the other half. When that person is found, sit together for the rest of the time.

Even though Jesus was God, as a human he was limited. Jesus could be in only one place, could
only teach the people in one location, and could work miracles only where persons believed and
brought him sick person to cure. * Jesus was so great, he influenced the whole world. And he still
needed helpers to spread the Good News.* Jesus needs us to continue the healing.* Jesus needs
us to bring about the kingdom here on earth.* In this story Jesus appointed seventy helpers.*

They were to take the peace of Jesus and bring it with them into every house.* Today Jesus still
needs us.* Jesus needs us to share what we have with those in need.* Jesus needs us to tell oth-
ers about him.* Jesus needs us to bring peace to our world.*

A

> How does Jesus need you?

> Jesus said the laborers were few. Are there too few persons spreading the Good News today?
How could there be more?

> Share some stories of persons who have given their lives to the work of Jesus.
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With a map or globe or headlines from a newspaper decide upon an area of the world to keep in
prayer. Perhaps aid consciousness by eating an ethnic food from the country or learning some-
thing about the people (i.e., what type of games the children play — perhaps teach it to the chil-
dren, what type of schooling the children from that country receive).

Find out the names of missionaries from your diocese. E-mail them a supportive letter of thanks

1.

or make a contribution to their missions.
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The two who have the same puzzle piece deter-
mine some action they can do to spread the
kingdom of God, heal, or bring peace. After the
two discuss for five minutes, draw the groups
back to the larger group and have them share
some of their ideas.
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Invite those present to take their ideas for spreading the
Good News of God’s Kingdom into their summer vacation.
Tell them that there is much more to learn about being a
follower of Jesus. When they come back in the fall, you
will start by listening to their experiences of bringing the
Good News into the world, just like Jesus did when the
seventy came back from their travels...you may want to
read Luke 10.17.
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Jesus, you sent your disciples in groups of two.
Their companionship gave them strength and
courage. They helped each other find the right
words when teaching. They offered support in
healing. They discovered ways to bring peace.
Help us to do the same. Give us the unity to
work together for the Kingdom. Give us the
courage to speak about you. Send your spirit
upon us so that whatever we do points to you.
We also ask that you bless missionaries who
sacrifice their family and homeland to let others
know about you. Send us forth now with a word
from Scripture to help us to be missionaries to
the people we will meet this week.

As persons leave, they select a Scripture verse from a
box or basket.

Invite a priest or sister for a meal (or to this end of the year celebration). Let this person tell
about the ministries they have in the Church and share your own ways to evangelize.
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We all learn in different ways. Some of us €an
listen to instructions and understand what we eed
to do, some of us need to be shown, and still soth-
ers of us actually need to go through the actior§s t
learn. The children you are preparing for corffir-
mation will all learn in different ways. Here:is
one suggestion to help the children of your pa:rish
prepare for the celebration of Confirmation that
uses the above three learning methods: listehing,
seeing and doing.

Background (listen)

Give children a brief overview of the rite of cc§n-
firmation as it is celebrated in the Cathglic
Church. Review this first yourself by recalllngath

following rites. .

* Renewal of Baptismal Promisest the time of our baptism, promises were madeunname. At confirmg-
‘tlon we make the baptismal promises on our own. st&e our belief in God who is Father, Son, anQ/Ho
. Splrlt and in the Catholic Church. (Remember wite Restoration of the Order of the Sacramentssunfa#-
-tlon for Children, the understanding of the promibeing made is to be age appropriate. A sevenqkda
WI|| understand at the level of a seven year old aot at the level of a twelve year old.) :
;Laying on of Hands.Each candidate comes forward with his or her spon Bishop Thévenot will lay hfs
+hands on the candidate’s head and pray that the $afit will guide their lives. (If the candidatdave not
< met Bishop Thévenot yet, find the picture of thehoip in the parish and show them who the b|sh0|E»s-

. plaln to them the bishop is the shepherd of theatie and that your parish is part of that diocese.)

'Anomtlng with Chrism. Bishop Thévenot will call each candidate by hisher confirmation name as he
.traces the sign of the cross on the forehead df pacson. They say “Amen” as a sign that theyelvelr
(The chrism for confirmation is brought back to yqarish after the Chrism Mass, which this yearesak
: place at Sacred Heart Cathedral on April 7th. Amyoan attend the Chrsim Mass. You could ask siaris
2from the parish priest to allow the children to drttee chrism oil which will be used at their camfiation.)

¢ The rite of confirmation affirms that we are baptizChristians. We must witness to our faith in Godall
. that we do. We are to pray to the Holy Spirit todg our lives always.

EWith the Children (see and do)

. Invite children to role play these three aspectshefrite of confirmation. Have them take turnsnpethe
* bishop, the candidates, and the sponsors.

o Adapted from70 Sacrament Starters for Children...and those telagh thenby Patricia Mathson.
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Parents are the primary educators in the faith.
Together with them, especially in some cultures,
all members of the family also play a role
in the formation of young members.
The family is defined by Vatican Il
as adomestic church
which means that every family embodies
the different parts of the Church within itself.
One part of this is a sense of reaching out torethe
Known in the Church as ‘mission.’
Another part is the desire to teach about the fes#if,
Known in the Church as ‘catechesis.’
Yet another part is prayer within the family,
The practice of charity, a welcoming front door,
And a place of refuge from the demands of the avor,

The family passes on human values
in the Christian tradition,
and it awakens a sense of God in its young membd
It teaches the first tentative steps of prayer,
it forms the moral conscience,
and it teaches human love
as a reflection of divine love.
Indeed, catechesis in the home
is more witness than teaching
more occasional than systematic,
and more daily than structured into periods.
In the family, the role of grandparents is incragsi
along with homespun wisdom
and a Christian climate of life.
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Beauty as God's Language — Ron Rolheiser
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In the movie, The English Patient, there's a woiudier
scene, stunning in its lesson:

A number of people from various countries are thrao¢
gether by circumstance in an abandoned villa in-pas
Italy. Among them are a young nurse, attendingnt&mag-
lish pilot who's been badly burned in an air-crasig a
young Asian man whose job it is to find and deflasel-

mines. The young man and the nurse become friemis asome of God's colour, to become homesick for heaven

one day, he announces he has a special surprikerfor

He takes her to an abandoned church within whichase
set up a series of ropes and pulleys that wilhit to the
ceiling where, hidden in darkness, there are scrafiful
mosaics and other wonderful works of art that cabeo
seen from the floor. He gives her a torch as & kgia
pulls her up through a series of ropes so thassliegs,

almost like an angel with wings, high above thefland is gesting that our neglect of the importance of beaubne

able to shine her torch on a number of beautifidtera
pieces hidden in the dark.

The experience is that of sheer exhilaration, stsethe
sensation of flying and of seeing wonderful beaaltyat
the same time. When she's finally lowered backédfioor
she's flushed with excitement and gratitude aneithe
young man's face with kisses, saying over and agein:
"Thank you, thank you, thank for showing this tol'me

And, from her expression, you know she's sayingkha
you for two things: "Thank you for showing me sohieg,
that | could never have come to on my own; andhkheu
for trusting me enough to think that | would undeainsl
this, that | would get it!"

I'm grateful to Barbara Nicolosi, from Act One, lastitute
for Christian writers in Hollywood, for showing #hfilm-
clip and challenging all of us at the Suenens timstiin
Chicago this past summer to learn its lesson. \i¢hthgat
lesson?

That the church needs to do for the world exactiatihis
young man did for his nurse friend, namely, (inrtgrof a
metaphor) to point to where beauty is hidden irkadess,
be that in the darkness of old churches, ancieasds,
abandoned liturgies, old-fashioned devotions, ar tiwou-
sand year-old practices of community, charity,igestand
forgiveness; or be that in the hidden riches witiature,
physical beauty, health, youth, art, and scienberd are
treasures of great beauty hidden all over, inclgdirfor-
gotten places inside our churches. Our task igiat phese
out to the world.

And part of that task, like the young man in theylish
Patient, is to trust that people will understand mtrust
as well that they are worth all the effort we munstke to
point out where these treasures are hidden.

Beauty has a power to transform the soul and ligsati-
tude in a way that few things have. Confucius usited
this and suggested that beauty is the greatedittebahers
People can doubt almost anything, except beauty.

Why can't beauty be doubted? Because beauty, fike o
ness, truth, and goodness is a transcendentalrprayie
being itself. "All being is one, true, good, andbtful,"
states classical philosophy. Thus, beauty neegisstiica-
tion beyond itself. Beauty can be solely for besutyake.
Moreover, as a transcendental property of beinaytye
shows us something of God. To experience beattysse

But, as Barbara Nicolosi also pointed out, beasiit &l-
ways pretty. It can be revealed in the perfectiba o
Michelangelo sculpture but it can also be seehénirin-
kles and limp of an old woman or in a cup of wafeen
to an old man on the street.

Today, a number of writers, Nicolosi among thera, sug-

of the major reasons why less people are interagtead
church. Already a generation ago, Hans Urs Vona3alt
had emphasized beauty as a key component botiwin ho
God speaks to us and how we are meant to speak abo;
God to the world. More recently, writers such ab&0o
Barron, Kathleen Norris, and Andrew Greeley, amotig
ers, have echoed those sentiments. We must, asrBauts
it, "stop building beige churches". Nicolosi isader still.
We must, she says, stop "the uglification" of Chtiem.

e

In the face of brutality, what's needed is tendesnin the
face of hype and ideology, what's needed is tintthe
face of bitterness and curses, what's needed acegs-
ness and blessing; in the face of hatred and mundet's
needed are love and forgiveness; and, in the fiateea
ugliness and vulgarity that so pervades our wanldi the
evening news, what's needed is beauty.

God speaks through beauty and so must we - anduse m
believe enough in people's sensitivity and inteltige to
trust that they will understand.
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